RIGHTS OF AMERICANS IN RELATION
TO FRENCH RENT LAWS

Exchange of notes at Paris February 23 and March 4, 1933, interpreting
article 7 of convention of February 23, 1853

Entered into force March 4, 1933

Convention replaced ]anuary 7, 1968, by convention of July 18, 1966 *

48 Stat. 1769; Executive Agreement Series 44

The American Ambassador to the Minister of Foreign Affairs

EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
No. 2248 ' Paris, February 23, 1933

ExceELLENCY: _

I have the honor to communicate to Your Excellency my Government’s
interpretation of Article 7 of the Consular Convention between the United
States of America and France concluded February 23, 1853, in relation
to the rights of American citizens in France in connection with the French
rent laws. It is my understanding that the following interpretation which
has prevailed in the past is concurred in by your Government for the future
application of the convention.

"The effect of the provisions of Article 7 is to establish the right of citizens
of the United States in France to enjoy the same treatiment as French citizens
in matters relating to the ownership, possession and dlsposal of property.
Accordmgly, citizens of the United States are entitled to enjoy in France the
benefit of all the provisions, whether applicable to owners or tenants, con-
tained in the French law of April 1, 1926, as amended by the law of June 29,
1929, governing the relations between lessors and lessees of premises used for
residential purposes, and in the law of June 30, 1926, as amended by the law
of April 22, 1927, governing the relations between tenants and landlords of
premises used for commercial or industrial purposes, notwithstanding Arti-
cle 11 of the Civil Code and the exceptions or restrictions applicable to
foreigners under the aforesaid laws.

118 UST 2939; TIAS 6389.
*TS 92, ante, p. 837.
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I may add that, under the laws of the states of the United States and the
District of Columbia, French citizens in the United States enjoy the same
treatment as American citizens with regard to the leasing and renting of real
property.

I shall be glad to have your confirmation of the agreement thus reached.

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your Excellency the assurance
of my highest consideration.

WaLTer E. Epce

His Excellency
Monsieur Paur-BoNcour
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Paris

The Minister of Foreign Affairs to the American Ambassador

[TRANSLATION]

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Sub-Division of Chanceries
and Legal Matters

Leg:;:::ta:ters - Paris, Marck 4, 1933

MR. AMBASSADOR,

By a letter of the 23d of last month you acquainted me with your Gov-
ernment’s interpretation of article 7 of the consular convention concluded
on February 23, 1853, between France and the United States of America,
dealing with the rights of American citizens in France in relation to the
French rent law.

I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that the French Government
accepts, for the future application of the convention, the following interpre-
tation, already valid in the past.

The effect of the provisions of article 7 is to secure for citizens of the
United States residing in France the right to enjoy the same treatment as
French citizens in matters relating to the ownership, possession, and disposal
of real property. Consequently, citizens of the United States will enjoy in
France the benefit of all the provisions, whether applicable to owners or
tenants, of the French law of April 1, 1926, amended by the law of June 29,
1929, governing the relations between lessors and lessees of premises used
for residential purposes, and the law of June 30, 1926, amended by the law
of April 22, 1927, governing the relations betwcen tenants and landlords
of premises used for commercial and industrial purposes, notwithstanding
article 11 of the Civil Code and the exceptions or restrictions applicable to
foreigners under the aforesaid laws.



994 FRANCE

I take note that, under the laws of the different States of the United States
and of the District of Columbia, French citizens residing in the United States
enjoy the same treatment as American citizens in regard to the leasing or
renting of real property.

Kindly accept, Mr. Ambassador, the assurances of my very high
consideration.

J. Paur-Boncour

His Excellency
Mr. WaLTer Evans Epce, '
Ambassador of the United States of America,
Paris.



